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Course Outcomes: 
CO- 1: The course will orient the students about the legal framework to be observed in hospital services and will 
help them to develop and control hospital programme. 
CO -2: It will also help to provide a thorough knowledge and familiarity on the importance medical ethics. CO 
-3: Understand the different health related law. 
CO-4: To learn practical aspects through medico legal cases 
 

Theory syllabus 
Unit Content Hrs 

1 Medical ethics  introduction, importance  Hippocrates oath, Geneva declaration  MCI 
regulation  professional conduct, etiquette and ethics  services of life and death  duty of 
preserving life  truth and professional secrecy. 

13 

2 Medico-legal problems: types - case handling procedures - police investigation - death certificates. 
Medical negligence:  Ambit of negligence  Duty of care  Contractual duty  Tortuous duty - 
Duty under Penal law - Duty under consumer law  Contributory negligence - Consent to 
treatment  Types of consent  Types of common complaints  Burden of proof 

 
Legal liability of hospitals - criminal, civil and tortuous; liability for negligence, consumer 
protection law, absolute liability and vicarious liability, legal remedies available to patients: 
remedies under contract law, tort, criminal law and consumer protection' Act. Medical 
Jurisprudence. 

13 

3 Health Related laws: Medical termination of Pregnancy Act  Birth and Death registration Act  
Drugs and Cosmetics Act 1940 Prenatal Diagnostic Techniques (Regulation and Prevention of 
Misuse) Act 1994  The Indian Medical Council Act 1956  The Indian Nursing Council Act 1947  
The Transplantation of Human Organs Act 1994  Consumer Protection Act 1986  The Pharmacy 
Act 1948  The Environment Protection Act 1986 & Bio-medical Waste (Management and 
Handling Rules 1998), Human experimentation, clinical trials. 

13 

4 Medico legal cases and its discussion 6 
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